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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Listing of claims: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A server, comprising: 

a communications process unit performing a communicating process with a user device and 
a system of billing a user through a network for wp-to-an amount, the amount based on a 
predetermined total length of time , through a n e twork ; 

a retrieving process unit retrieving the system corresponding to identification information 
received from the user device from a storage unit: 

a n obtaining process unit obtaining charge information requested by the u ser from the 
system retrieved bv the retrieving process unit; 

a transmitting process unit transmitting the c harge information to the user device; and 
a payment process unit performing a payment by communicating with the oyotom of billing a 
user by a prodotorminod time, and obtaining charge information from the oyotom through th e 
network wherein paid system of billing a uoor by a predetermined time io a parking motor, and the 
charge i: a parking rhnrr "™ " f thn pnrlrinp meter the retrieved system according to a request 
for payment from the user device . 
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Claim 2 (Currently Amended): A server, comprising: 

a communications process unit performing a communicating process with a user device and 
a system of billing a user through a network for «y>4e -an amount, the am ount based on a 
predetermined total length of t ime , through a network ; 

a retrieving process unit retrieving the system, correspon ding to identification information 
received from the user device or acc ording to a request; 

an obtaining process unit obtaining current use infonnation from the system retrieved by the 

retrieving process unit; 

a receiving process unit receiving notification request informatio n relating to a timing of 

notifying the current use information; and 

an information providing uni t obtaining cu r rent use information from the system of billing a 
by a predetermined tim n nrrn r d ing to recorded i nf o r mation transmi tte d in advance fr om t h e 
d e vi c e o i m a request f rom the uoor device, a n d t r ansmitting the o btained use information to the 
u s e r device where i n .laid system o f billing a user by a ^determined tim e L a parking met er, nnd 
t h e eharge is a park i ng etoge fo r i nn nf tho pnririn g geta transmittin g the obtained use information 
to the user device wording to the notification request information received from the user device . 

Claim 3 (Previously Presented): The server according to claim 2, wherein when the 
payment is made in a pre-payment system for a predetermined time, a message is transmitted to the 
user device at any time before the predetermined time elapses. 

Claim 4 (Canceled) 
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Claim 5 (Canceled) 



Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A system use support method, comprising: 

transmitting an identification number of a system of billing a user [[by]] for an amount, the 

amount based on a predetermined total length of time, and user information from a user device; 

[[and]] 

obtaining an address of a system of billing a user by a predetermined time corresponding to 
the identification number, obtaining use information from the system at the address, and adjusting a 
charge or providing information; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identification information received from the user 

device or according to a request; 

obtainin g current use information from the system retrieved by the r etrieving process unit; 

receiving notification r eq uest informa t ion relating to a timing of notifying the current use 
information: and 

transmitting the obtained use information to t h e user device according to the notification 
request information receiv ed from the user device. 

Claim 7 (Original): The method according to claim 6, wherein said system of billing a user 
by a predetermined time is a parking meter, and the charge is a parking charge for use of the parking 
meter. 
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Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium storing a program 
used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 

performing a communicating process with a user device and a system of billing a user 
through a network for wp-to- an amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length oft ime 5 

through a network ; [[and]] 

performing a payment by communicating with the system of billing a user by a 
predetermined time, and obtaining charge information from the system through the network; 

retrieving the system corresponding to identifi c ation information received from the user 

device or according to a request; 

nhtainin p current use information from the system retrieved by the retrieving process unit; 

ravin e notification r e quest informa t ion relating to a timing of notifying the current use 
information: and 

transmitting the obtain ed use informati on to the user device according to the notification 
req uest information received from the user devi ce. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium storing a program 
used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 

performing a communicating process with a user device and a system of billing a user 
through a network for nr^— amount, thg amount based on a predetermined total length of t ime 5 
through a network ; [[and]] 
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obtaining current use information from the system according to recorded information 
transmitted in advance from the user device or at a request from the user device, and transmitting 
the obtained use information to the user device; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identification informatio n received from the user 
device or according to a request: 

obtaining current use information from the system retrieve d bv the retrieving process unit; 

receiving notification request information relat ing to a timing of notifying the current use 
information: and 

transmitting the obtained use information to the u ser device according to the notification 
request information received from t he user device. 

Claim 10 (Original): The storage medium according to claim 8, wherein said system of 
billing a user by a predetermined time is a parking meter, and the charge is a parking charge for use 
of the parking meter. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): The storage medium according to claim 9, wherein said system of 
billing a user by a predetermined time is a parking meter, and the charge is a parking charge for use 
of the parking meter. 



Claim 12 (Currently Amended): A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave storing 
computer program used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 
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performing a communicating process with a user device or a system of billing a user through 
a network for «f>4e- an amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of t ime through a 
n e twork ; and 

performing a payment by communicating with the system of billing a user by a 
predetermined time, and obtaining charge information from the system through the network; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identification informatio n received from the user 

device or according to a request; 

obtaining current use information from the system retrieved by the retrieving proc ess unit; 

receiving notification request information relating to a tim ing of notifying the current use 
information; and 

transmitting the obtained use information to the user devi ce according to the notification 
request information received from the user device. 

Claim 1 3 (Currently Amended): A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave storing 
a computer program used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: performing a 
communicating process with a user device and a system of billing a user through a network for ap-te 
an amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of time; and obtaining current use 
information from the system according to recorded information transmitted in advance from the 
user device or at a request from the user device, and transmitting the obtained use information to the 
user device; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to ident ification information received from the user 
device or according to a request; 
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obtaining current use information from the system retrieved by the retrieving process unit; 
receiving notification request information relating to a timing of notifying the current use 
information; and 

transmitting the obtained use information to the user device according to the notificatio n 
request information received from the user device. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): A server, comprising: 

a communications process unit performing a communicating process with a user device 
through a network; 

an information providing unit obtaining use information about a user who uses a system of 
billing a user for up-te-an amount the amount based on a predetermined total length of t ime, 
determining a transmission timing of a message according to the obtained use information, and 
transmitting the message to the user device through the network with the transmission timing; 
[[and]] 

a payment unit for making a payment at a payment request from the user device; 
« retrieving nrocess unit retrieving the system, corresponding to identification information 
received from the user de vice or according to a request; 

,n obtaining process unit obtaining curre n t use information from the system retrieved by the 

retrieving process unit; 

a reiving process unit receiving notificat ion re quest information relating to a timing of 

notifying the current use informa tion: and 
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an information providing unit transmitting the obtained use information to the user device 
according to the notification request information received from the user device. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium storing a program 
used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 

performing a communicating process with a user device through a network; 

obtaining use information about a user who uses a system of billing a user for up-to-an 
amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of t ime, determining a transmission 
timing of a message according to the obtained use information, and transmitting the message to the 
user device through the network with the transmission timing; and 

making a payment at a payment request from the user device; 

retrieving the system, corresponding to identification inform ation received from the user 

device or according to a request; 

obtainin g current use information from the system retrieved by the retrieving process unit; 

receiving notification request information relating to a timing of notify ing the current use 
information: and 

transmitting the obtained use information to th e user device according to the notification 
request information rece ived from the user device. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave storing 
a computer program used to direct a computer to perform the steps comprising: 

performing a communicating process with a user device through a network; 
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obtaining use information about a user who uses a system of billing a user for up-te-an 
amount, the amount based on a predetermined total length of time, determining a transmission 
timing of a message according to the obtained use information, and transmitting the message to the 
user device through the network with the transmission timing; [[and]] 

making a payment at a payment request from the user device; 

retrieving the svstem. corresponding to identification informa tion received from the user 

device or according to a request; 

obtaining current use information from the svstem retrieved bv the retrieving process unit; 

receiving notification request information relating to a t iming of notifying the current use 
information; and 

transmitting the obtained use information to th e user device according to the notification 
request information received from the user device. 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended): A server, comprising: 

communications process means for performing a communicating process with a user device 
and a system of billing a user [[by]] an amount the, amount based on a predetermined total length of 

time, through a network; [[and]] 

payment process means for performing a payment by communicating with the system of 
billing a user for up to a predetermined total time, and obtaining charge information from the 

system through the network; 

a retrieving process unit retrieving the svstem. corresponding to identification information 

received from the user device or according to a request; 
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an obtaining process unit obtaining current use information from the system retrieved bv the 

retrieving process unit: 

a receiving process unit receiving notification request information relating to a timing of 

notifying the current use information: and 

an information providing unit transmitting the obtained use information to t he user device 
according to the notification request information received from the user device. 



